
The ideal volume to hear subtle 
sounds is three clicks. Sometimes a 
soundwave can be very strong. 
Rather than turning down the 
volume, it is better not to move too 
close, or take of the headphone for a 
moment. 
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‘ELECTRICAL WALKS’ IS AN EXTENSIVE PROJECT 
INITIATED BY THE GERMAN SOUND ARTIST 
CHRISTINA KUBISCH IN 2003. THESE WALKS ARE 
WALKING EXPLORATIONS OF THE ELECTROMAG-
NETIC LAYERS IN OUR LIVING ENVIRONMENT. FOR 
THESE WALKS, SHE USES SPECIAL HEADPHONES 
THAT RECEIVE ELECTRO-MAGNETIC SIGNALS AND 
TRANSFORM THESE INTO SOUND. KUBISCH ALSO 
DEVELOPED WALKS IN JAPAN, THE UNITED STATES 
AND SLOVAKIA.
 
NOW IT IS UTRECHT’S TURN.

CHRISTINA KUBISCH

On a demarcated area in Utrecht, Kubisch mapped the locations of 
electromagnetic ‘hotspots’. Examples include cash machines and 
underground railways, but also visible and invisible security systems. 

This invisible layer – which is around us permanently – is made visible by 
Kubisch through these walks. The result is a magnificent collage of sound 
comprised of rhythms and drones.

The walks also have an ecological aspect. Electromagnetic radiation is 
everywhere despite the potential perils, which demonstrates our inability to 
anticipate the side-effects of social growth.

During the Impakt Festival from 13 through to 17 October, everybody can 
experience this magical walking route which leads both through the historical 
inner city and the detested vaults of Utrecht’s shopping heart Hoog 
Catharijne. ONTWERP HOAXHOAXHOAX.COM


